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T
he positives of being 

single on the holidays

“The average American will be 
spending $854 in gifts for loved 

ones,” - Investopedia

“... Us single people must 
start going after the ones 

who cannot run faster 
than we can.” 

- Alex strott

“Joy to the world,” 
as couples come together 
in the holiday’s spirit. This 
time of year, one cannot 
deny the whirlwind of 
mistletoes, merriness and 
the hint of madness. Gifts 
need to be bought, budgets 
need to be set, and the idea 
for the perfect present must 
also come to mind for the 
significant other.

For a high school 
student, emotions towards 
being single throughout 
the holidays range from 
ecstatic to Taylor Swift on 
repeat. As the relationship 
frenzy grows and Christmas 
quickly approaches, what 
do single teenagers do for 
themselves? 

“If I am single during 
the holidays, I buy myself 
a gift and focus on my 

family,” said junior Sabrina 
Bacigalupo. “If I were in a 
relationship, I would have 
to budget my time between 
my boyfriend, my family, 
and maybe even his family, 
which can be stressful,” she 
added.

On the other hand, 
high school students find 
flying solo as a learning 
experience. Whether 
‘boyfriendless’ on 
Christmas, or without a girl 
in summer; some believe 
the period of time without a 
special someone is beneficial 
for themselves, since there is 

no one to please. 
“I love making 

everyone happy, so I do not 
have to worry about just 
making someone happy 
24/7,” said senior Samantha 
Thiesing. 

Although causing 

happiness is claimed to be a 
reason for the season, some 
say otherwise. Many high 
school boys and girls have 
found themselves suddenly 
alone, and so they may know 
what it is like to have their 
heart given away the very 
next day.

“People come into 

your life just as fast as 
they walk out, that is why 
us single people must start 
going after the ones who 
cannot run faster than we 
can,” said newly-single 
junior Alex Strott.

A l t o g e t h e r , 
the giddiness of a 
boyfriend’s presence or 
the thoughtfulness from a 
girlfriend may consist of 
someone’s definition of 
Christmas time. In the eyes 
of the singles, however, a 
range of holiday meanings 
can be given, but the joy 
of the season is hard to 
take out of the hearts that 
are considered lonely. As 
red and green shine around 
town, all who are taken and 
all who are single have the 
privilege of walking in a 
winter wonderland- Florida 
style. 

‘TIS THE SEASON

BY: RIKKI ALLARD
FEATURE EDITOR 

TO BE SINGLE



All students, 
especially high school 
students, can agree that 
school can be stressful. 
Teachers may also 
agree that planning 
lessons, grading 
papers, and trying 
making sure that every 
student understands 
the assignment is 
difficult as well. It 
seems as if many 
students think that they 
are on a whole other 
planet in comparison 
to their teachers: 
Nobody understands 
me, they do not care 
about my future, and 
they are always out to 
get me. This could not 
be any farther from 
the truth. Teachers 
care a great deal about 
students’ education, 
and it really hurts my 
heart to see students 
screaming at a teacher 

in the classroom, 
giving them attitude, 
and muttering mean, 
vicious statements 
about teachers under 
their breath. Although 
students may forget it, 
teachers are people as 
well. They hear what 
you are saying, and 
they may take what 
you say to heart. 

Most of the 
time, students are 
ticked off at teachers 
because of their 
grades. They treat the 
teachers like garbage 
because they are not 
happy with the effort 
they put in. Well, if you 
get low grades on your 
class work/homework, 
you are obviously not 
putting enough effort 
into your assignment. 
Low quiz/test grades 
usually occur when 
there is little-to-no 
studying involved. I 
find it to be extremely 
selfish and rude when 
students scream at a 
teacher because they 
failed a test, or they 
have zeros in the grade 
book because they 
‘forgot’ to turn work 
in. Teachers are not 
responsible for your 
lack of responsibility. 
It is up to the student to 
take the initiative, ask 

questions, and do the 
work that was given to 
them. In my opinion, 
there should not be 
extra days to turn in late 
work. In professional 
situations, there are 
not going to be second 
chances. Work has to 
be in on time, or your 
risk of being fired 
skyrockets. Instead of 
wanting your teachers 
to baby you because of 
your irresponsibility, 
you should consider 
turning in your work 
on time, studying your 
butt off for tests, and 
making sure that you 
are doing everything 
in your power to 
manage a fantastic 
grade. Getting in the 
habit of putting effort 
into your education 
will make you a better 
student in college and 
a better employee in 
the working world. 
Though students 
complain that it is the 
teacher’s fault for their 
failure, they should 
take a look in the 
mirror and realize that 
the amount of effort 
they put into their 
education will show 
when report cards are 
handed out four times 
a year.

How will you 
be remembered when 
you leave high school? 
Some of you have 
four years to decide, 
while others have 
less than 160 days. A 
legacy is something 
you leave behind 
that causes others to 
be challenged. It is 
something that seems 
impossible or unique 
that is remembered. 
It cannot be replaced; 
it is memorable.  

Will you 
be remembered for 
making brownies, or 
being in the top ten 
percent? Will you 
be remembered for 
being the captain of 
your sport, or the 
president of your 
club? NO, those things 
do not define you. 
What defines you are 
your characteristics. 
How did you lead 

when you were in 
those positions?  
Did you lead with 
influence? Will you 
be remembered 
with hatred because 
you made everyone 
cry, or will you be 
remembered as being 
loving and caring?  

In years to 
come, future students 
could hear the tale 
of the student, 
friend, captain that 
challenged them to 
be a better person. 
What if you were 
an important part of 
someone’s life story? 

Are you 
leaving a memorable 
characteristic, or are 
you simply going with 
the flow not caring if 
you are remembered? 
Everyone wants to be 
remembered, but few 
actually accomplish it. 

When I leave 
high school, the 
captain of the football 
team will be the last 
person on my mind. 
Instead, I will look 
back on the students 
that smiled and 
laughed; the ones that 
challenged me to do 
better. The ones that 
never gave up. I want 
to leave a legacy; a 
memory. Do you?
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 “Choose 
a job you love, 
and you will 
never have to 
work a day in 
your life.” - 
Confucius

 As a 
high school 
senior, I am 
l e a r n i n g 

that finding what 
you love to do more than anything, and 
trying to make a life out of it is not very 
common, and can be very difficult to 
accomplish. There will be obstacles, 
people who discourage you, and even 
times when you doubt yourself. But we 
can only hope that it is possible and that 
one day, our dreams can become reality.  
The vast majority of young people in 
our generation have no idea what we 
want to do with our futures or how we 
want to spend our lives. We worry about 
finding what we are passionate about so 
that we know what path to follow, what 
major to choose in college, or which job 
offer to accept. But as most of us find, 

we never simply know what we want in 
life.
 Thankfully, I was lucky enough 
to find my passion for journalism. I 
am still learning more about it, and as 
I learn, I am reassured that this is what 
I love to do.  Not everyone finds their 
place at such a young age. We are told 
that it is okay not to know what we 
want to do yet in the future, and that we 
are likely to change our minds several 
times before we get on the path that 
we will follow for the rest of our lives.  
But personally, I think that the younger 
you are when you find your passion, 
the more time you have to do what you 
love.  Yes, it is acceptable to be unsure 
of what we want to do at our age, but I 
think that life is more enjoyable if you 
know what you want. 
 When I think about my future 
career and where it might take me, I 
do not dread it or get stressed, instead 
I am excited for it!  Before I realized 
what my passion was, I thought maybe 
I would like to be an attorney or a 
businessperson, a job that I could make a 
lot of money doing, because if I had a lot 
of money, I would be happier.  So if you 

are thinking of becoming a doctor just 
because you want the financial benefits 
that come with that job, I strongly urge 
you to reconsider.  Although it may be 
hard to grasp, money and happiness are 
not the same thing.  At some point, you 
will realize that you would rather be 
the happy and poor than miserable and 
wealthy. 
 If you get anything out of reading 
this article, I hope it is this: avoid any big 
decisions that you will regret, but live 
your life exactly how you want to live 
it. Do not let anyone tell you that you 
cannot do something professionally if it 
is what you love to do.  If you have the 
perseverance to work hard and achieve 
your goals, that is how you will end up 
being happy, not by doing what others 
say you should do.  
 Passion is not something we 
can grasp; it is part of our life that is 
influenced by who we are: our talents 
and our interests. Most of the time, 
discovering your passion requires you 
to abandon what you are familiar with 
or what will be the most comfortable 
path to follow, and to take the plunge 
into situations that make you happy. 

BY:CAITLYNN BONDS      
EDITOR-IN -CHIEF 

BY: STEPHANIE TURNER      
MANAGING EDITOR



 
 As senior year takes its 
course, decisions have to be made: 
How many times should the ACT/
SAT be taken? How many community 
service hours can I squeeze in 
before college applications are 
due? Even though these questions 
may seem like the most important 
ones among some students, others 
are having a difficult time choosing 
between four-year universities first 
or simply starting with community 
college. 
 “I definitely want to attend 
community college first,” said 
Karissa Sammons, senior. “It is way 
more affordable for me, and I can 
work at my own pace.”
 Community college is 
infamously known for being a 
‘cheaper’ option in comparison 
to a university. There, you can 
earn your Associates Degree in 
as little as two years and be ready 
to walk into the job world in a 
shorter amount of time. Instead of 
ending an educational experience at 
community college, some students 
prefer to get their Associates and 
then transfer to a university or 
specialty college to pursue a degree 
in something else. 
 “I plan on using a 
community college to obtain the 
needed prerequisites to attend Santa 
Fe, which is a specialist college,” 
explained Sam Jackson, senior.  
 In addition to this, it can 
reduce stress to a high school senior 
who is worried about their grades 
or ACT/SAT scores and the impact 
it can have on acceptance to a 
prestigious university.

 “There are a lot of 
requirements for universities,” said 
Sammons. “Community college is 
easier to get into because you are 
accepted automatically.” 
 From a different perspective, 
such as the mindset of Ashley 
Olmsted and Evan Kitchell, a four-
year university is a better start after 
high school.
 “I would like to be 
admitted right out of high school 
without dealing with the hassle of 
transferring out of a community 
college,” said Olmsted, senior. 
 Universities do not only 
provide resources to help manage 
paying for classes and other college 
necessities. They also provide 
on-campus housing which could 
possibly be the cheaper option in 
comparison to renting an apartment 
in order to attend a community 
college. 
 “You get to move away 
from your hometown and get the 
full college experience with a 
university,” said Kitchell, senior. 
 Along with on-campus 
housing, there is a chance to 
befriend other students, making 
lifelong friendships that you cannot 
obtain as easily while in community 
college.
 “In a university, you are 
surrounded by students while in 
a dorm,” Olmsted explained. “It 
would be hard not to make friends.” 
 Graduation is quickly 
approaching for upperclassmen. It 
may be time to sit down and decide 
what you should be doing to better 
your future.  
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BY: CAITLYNN BONDS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

 While you are 
in high school, you 
and your family are 
probably thinking that 
college tuition will be 
a major expense. Many 
do not consider the 
expenses that add up 
before you graduate. 
Many seniors are 
coming to the 
realization that being 
an upperclassmen 
comes with a price 
tag. Between college 
application fees, prom, 
Grad Bash, and several 
other expenses, senior 
year can be very hard 
on your wallet. If you 
are an underclassmen 
trying to prepare for 
your future, or if you 
are a senior who has 
not broken down just 
how pricy senior year 
is, brace yourself and 
make a budget. 
 College-bound 
seniors will most 
likely recognize at this 
point in the application 
process that application 
fees, depending on 
the schools you are 
applying to, can range 
from $20-$80 each, 
and most seniors 
will apply to about 
three universities. 
In addition, most 
universities require 
you to take either the 
SAT or ACT, and most 
seniors try both tests 
more than once. Each 
time you register to 
take these standardized 
tests, you will be 
charged a $50 fee. For 
each school you apply 
to, SAT/ACT will 
charge you about $12 
to send your test scores 
to each school. You 
will also be charged 

$3 each to send your 
high school transcripts 
to the colleges you 
are applying to. For 
example, if you were 
to apply to three 
schools and take both 
the SAT and ACT 
twice, you would have 
spent approximately 
$300. However, there 
are fee waivers for 
SAT/ACT registration, 
transcripts, and 
applications available 
to families that are 
financially qualified.
 For most 
seniors, this year’s 
prom will be their 
last chance to attend 
a high school dance. 
According to a study 
done by USA Today 
in 2012, families with 
high school seniors 
spent an average 
of $1,078 on prom. 
Tickets usually cost 
about $50, formal wear 
can range from $150-
$800, plus the cost of 
limousines, flowers, 
dinner, and pictures.
 Seniors are 
usually given the 
opportunity to attend 
grad bash, which will 
likely cost them at least 
$200. Some seniors 
will also choose to go 
on a larger grad trip, 
which can cost up to 
$1,000. Since you will 
be graduating high 
school, your parents 
will most likely 
want to celebrate 
your achievements 
by throwing you 
a graduation party 
for your family and 
friends to attend, 
which can also be very 
expensive ($150 or 
much more, depending 

on the venue, amount 
of attendees, cost of 
refreshments, etc.).
 Every senior 
has to wear a cap and 
gown to graduation, 
which will cost about 
$50. To commemorate 
their final year, most 
seniors will buy a 
yearbook, which will 
cost about $70, unless 
you purchase a senior 
ad, which costs at least 
$225 more. Some will 
even opt to purchase a 
class ring, which adds 
at least another $200 to 
your list of expenses. 
Some parents also 
choose to have 
senior portraits done 
professionally, which 
can cost anywhere 
from $50 to several 
hundred dollars. 
 Just in case you 
lost track, this adds up 
to be between $2,000 
and $4,000. Most 
seniors do not realize 
the amount of money 
that they have spent 
or will spend between 
the first day of school 
and graduation day. 
Talk to your parents 
about ways you can 
save money, how 
much they expect 
you to contribute, 
and possibly consider 
which senior activities 
or items you can go 
without in order to save 
some money. Do not 
forget that if you are 
planning on attending 
college, you will have 
plenty of expenses 
related to that as well, 
so you may want to 
save as much as you 
can while you are still 
in high school. 

W H AT  CO L L E G E  I S  R I G H T  F O R  YO U ?

C L A S S  R A N K :  D O E S  I T  M AT T E R ?
BY: CAITLYN D’URSO

STAFF REPORTER

 High school is the time to work hard and prepare for college. Many 
students are stressing about their grades and doing their best to impress 
universities. Many teenagers worry about their class ranking, but is that 
really relevant anymore?
 “It might not really matter but you should always try to do the best 
that you can,” said Senior Michael Giaramita.
 It is well known that the valedictorian gets to speak at graduation 
to be recognized for their hard work, but now others can speak too. No 
matter what your rank is, you can have a speech at graduation as long as 
it is approved. This may please many students, but it takes away a bit of 
the glory of the valedictorian’s speech. This does not mean that there is 
nothing special for number one though!
 “I feel proud to see all of my hard work really paying off. I am sure 
that doing well will give me the best chance to be successful,” said Hunter 
Brown, top of the senior class.
 Although being on top may gain you a scholarship, many colleges 
do not seem to notice; they mainly care about a high GPA. Regardless of 
your class ranking, you can get into a good college as long as you keep 
your grades up.
 Senior Matthew Pletcher stated, “They also want to see good test 
scores and other activities outside of school.”
 In order to receive those high scores, Austin Sullivan, senior, 
suggested to “Work hard. Study harder.”
 So next time you are stressing about being ranked higher than 
everybody else, just remember that colleges like to see a well-rounded 
student and being number one is not necessary.

BY: STEPHANIE TURNER
MANANGING EDITOR

ILLUSTRATION BY: LOGAN HOLMES



 In high school, dances are a very big 
deal. Students dream of the perfect outfit, the 
perfect date, and a night that will forever be 
remembered. Whether it is a winter dance or 
homecoming dance normally a large amount 
of students attend. But lately here at Palmetto 
High School the populations at school dances 
have reached an all-time low. There are many 
speculations as to why the numbers are so low, 
but everyone has a different opinion. 
 “I know for me it is because I do not 
have the time or the money to go to a school 
dance,” Junior Hannah McCollough states. “In 
high school many students do not have time for 
anything other than school or sports, and dances 
can be expensive.” 
 Earlier in the year, Palmetto High’s 
homecoming dance was almost cancelled 
because not enough people bought tickets. 
Luckily it was not cancelled and enough tickets 
were sold. But why was there not enough sold to 
begin with? Why did it almost get cancelled? 
 “I just do not think it is worth the money.” 
Junior Ben Mercer says. “Other than prom no 
other dance sounds like it would be fun, not 
enough time is spent planning them compared to 
prom.” 
 Prom numbers have not dropped, they 
are consistent, and it is very true that there is a lot 
of time spent planning prom and a lot of money 
is saved for the event. Prom is considered a more 
luxurious event than any holiday or homecoming 
dance. 
 “If the other dances besides prom were 
planned more and were presented more I am 
sure everyone would go!” Senior Nick Mignone 
states. “Not many people are willing to spend 
money on a dance that will not be worth it, if the 
dances are planned more students will be willing 
to spend money on it.” 
 Dances are a great experience in high 
school, and every high school student should 
experience one before they graduate. Prom is not 
the only dance at Palmetto! There used to be a 
winter dance, and homecoming is still a dance, 
even if the attendance has dropped. If Palmetto 
works to make EVERY dance a priority and spend 
a good amount of time and money planning it, 
more people will come and every dance will be a 
success. 
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THE RESULT OF DEHUMANZING TEACHERS
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 W i t h 
technology and social 
networking becoming 
more and more 
popular and advanced, 
it is reaching out to the 
younger generations. 
Young people today 
notoriously believe 
that we have the same 
rights as adults in 
the working world, 
however, as students, 
this is not true. Though 
we do have 
rights, it is 
not to the 
extent that 
adults do. 
 Freedom of 
speech is a sticky 
subject, and a very 
controversial one at 
that. We would all 
like to believe that we 
have the freedom of 
speech, as supported 
by the Constitution. 
However, as students 
there are times where 
we are allowed to 
be censored and/
or punished for our 
words. 

The Liberty 
Council states that 
“schools may prohibit 
student speech only 
if there is specific 
evidence that the 
speech materially and 
substantially interferes 
with the orderly 
operation of the 
school.” Concerning 
recent events at 
Palmetto, some may 
go to say that what was 
said by certain students 
cannot be categorized 
as interfering with the 
school because it did 

not happen on campus. 
 What exactly 
happened? On 
November 15th, 
2013, two students at 
Palmetto High School 
were suspended for 
harassing two teachers 
through social 
media. The 
students shared 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e 
posts and 
photos 

th rough 
the popular networking 
site, Twitter. Out of 
the total nine students 
that were involved, 
two were suspended. 
The title of their 
suspension remains 
classified, however it 
is along the lines of 
‘the inappropriate use 
of technology’, ‘using 
technology at school’, 
and ‘disrespect for a 
staff member’.

 Brandon 
Lopez, junior, claimed 
that he was just trying 
to make people laugh, 
“I was trying to be 
funny to be honest.” 

H o w e v e r , 
the dehumanizing 
things he posted were 
not very funny to 
administration, and he 
was suspended for a 

week.
  The Manatee 
County Student 
Handbook clearly 
states that, “both 
bullying and 
harassment are 

prohibited at school, 
during school-

related activities 
(whether on or off 
campus), on the 

s c h o o l 
bus, 

a t 

s c h o o l 
b u s 

stops, and 
through the 

use of computers 
or other electronic 
devices. Bullying and 
harassment are also 
prohibited through 
the use of off-campus 
internet posting, phone 
calls, or text messages 
if such behavior 
disrupts the orderly 
environment of any 
district school or 
activity.”
 And with 
harassment considered 
to involve “any 
threatening, insulting, 
or dehumanizing 

act or gesture which 
places an individual 
in reasonable fear,” 
it is blatant that said 
students did, in fact, 
harass the teachers 
on Twitter. The 
fact that they were 
suspended is deemed 
as the right action to 
take according to the 
handbook. 
 When asked 
why he used the 
internet to say the 
inappropriate things 

about the teachers, 
Lopez said that, 

“face to face 
confrontation 
w o u l d 
compromise 
t h e 

relationship with the 
teacher and student, 

over the internet you 
don’t have to make the 
teacher feel bad.”
 Many students 
believe that the rights 
they have are the same 
as anyone else, and the 
younger generation is 
continuously referred 
to as ‘ignorant’ due 
to this fact. But 
students do not have 
the same amount 
of rights as adults. 
There is a significant 
difference in what is 
accepted from students 
compared to other 
people around the 
world.
 “I don’t think 
I would do it again,” 
said Lopez, “I learn 
from my mistakes and 
know not to do that 
now.”

BY: MADDIE RUSSO
STAFF REPORTER

DANCING IN AN 
EMPTY ROOM

 The Second 
Amendment of 
the United States 
Constitution reads “A 
well regulated militia, 
being necessary to the 
security of a free state, 
the right of the people 
to keep and bear Arms, 
shall not be infringed.”  
  Individuals 
who choose to get 
certified to carry a 
weapon have decided 

they are unwilling to 
be a helpless victim, 
and want to be able 
to protect themselves, 
their family, and others, 
when in need.  The 
Second Amendment 
means the People can 
be and are armed.  

“Just because 
an individual is armed, 
it does not make them 
dangerous,” stated 
Daphne Alvarez, a 
Palmetto High School 
Junior.  

The State 

of Florida has 
approximately one 
million people who 
have a Concealed 
Carry Weapon (CCW) 
permit. There are 
17 million people in 
Florida. This means 
one out of every 17 
people you meet owns 
a permit to carry a 
weapon.  Every citizen 
has the right and an 
obligation to carry a 
legal weapon to defend 
oneself. 
 The Supreme 

Court case Castle 
Rock v. Gonzales 
(2005) ruled that 
citizens do not have 
a given constitutional 
right for police 
protection. The fact is: 
the law enforcement 
cannot always be 
there.  The average 
police response time 
is roughly 10 minutes; 
10 minutes in which 
the situation may get 
extremely worse.
 The Founding 
Fathers of The United 

GUNS: PROTECTING AMERICANS SINCE 1776
BY CALLIE BEDFORD 

STAFF REPORTER
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PALMETTO SCHOOLS TITLED AS DISADVANTAGED SCHOOLS

As you roam 
the shelves of the 
Palmetto High Media 
center, you scan the 
various book titles 
and none seem to grab 
your attention.  The 
sound of silence fills 
your ears, and you 
realize that some of the 
textbooks piled up high 
next to you are most 
likely older than you 
are.  Or even worse, 
it is time to replace 
that I.D. that you 
have been using since 
freshmen year. That 
picture is not cute, like 
at all.  Unfortunately, 
the testing signs are 
up and the doors are 
locked, just like they 
were last week.  
 Ever since 
the change in Media 
Specialist Staff, the 
Library has not worked 
to its full potential. On 
top of that, student 
interest in checking 
out books used for 
recreational reading 
is extremely low.  
100 students were 
randomly asked if 
they had checked out a 
book this school year; 
simply for pleasure 
reading.  Out of those 
100 students, only 9 

said they had.  This 
lack of interest says 
a lot about literature 
selection and the 
attitude of the media 
aides in the library.
 Kelsey Cline 
is a Palmetto Senior 
who loves to read, and 
wishes that the Media 
Center here at school 
had more to offer.

“ C h e c k i n g 
out books from the 
Palmetto library sucks 
because the selection 
is very limited, and 
the media center aides 
are extremely rude.  I 
ask them for help and 
they make me feel like 
I am doing something 
wrong.”

Students are 
not the only people 
having trouble getting 
books from the media 
center, Mrs. Olson 
has had issues getting 
books she needs for 
her students. 

“With the 
media center being 
closed for testing we 
have had to make 
other arrangements to 
get the books checked 
out checked out, and 
the media center not 
having the access it 
had in the past. But 
since we hold many 
of our novels here, 

it definitely makes it 
easier for the English 
department.”
 The main 
reason the media center 
is closed is due to 
testing, and the amount 
of testing in the library 
has increased, leaving 
the access time for 
students and teachers 
decreased

“ I would say 
we did not have as 

much testing in the 
past that we have now, 
and with the additional 
testing that has been 
placed upon us it has 
made it very difficult to 
use the media center,” 
says Mrs. Olson 

So the question 
that is in teachers 
and students minds 
is what is causing the 
media center to sit in 
such an ineffective 

state? Is it something 
the school can fix, 
or is it the fact that 
students are reading 
less and less part of the 
problem? No matter 
the issue, students 
are not utilizing the 
media center to its full 
potential, and both 
students and faculty 
want something done 
about it.  

States of America have 
greatly and many times 
stated their agreement 
and the need for 
people to be armed 
and trained to defend. 
An extraordinary 
amount of the People’s 
Founding Fathers 
attest to the Second 
Amendment.  

As Thomas 
Jefferson stated, 
“No Free man shall 
ever be debarred the 
use of arms.” Also 
George Washington, 
“Firearms stand next 
in importance to the 
Constitution itself.  
From the hour the 
Pilgrims landed, to the 
present day, events, 
occurrences, and 
tendencies prove that to 
insure peace, security 
and happiness, the rifle 
and pistol are equally 
indispensable.”

Todd Chastain, 
a Palmetto High 
School Senior, stated, 
“Gun owners naturally 
feel safer; knowing 
when in an incident 
where they are put in 
danger they can legally 
defend and protect 
them and others.”  

Owning a 
CCW permit allows 
one to take life into 
one’s own hands and 
assuring safety of The 
People, for The People.
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 When asked to 
describe Palmetto High 
School, you usually 
get the same answers; 
ghetto and lots of 
thugs.  This reputation 
encourages potential 
football players to 
flock Manatee High 
in search of ‘a better 
athletic program’ and 
sends bright young 
students to choice to 
Lakewood Ranch for 
‘a better educational 
opportunity’.  The 
images of the schools 
in Palmetto are tainted 
so bad it loses out on 
many great students 
that choice to the 
bigger, wealthier 
schools.  
 The biggest 
label that Palmetto 
schools have to 

overcome is “failing”.  
On Florida’s A-F 
school grading system, 
the schools in Manatee 
County that always 
suffer the worst 
grade are those in the 
Palmetto area.  But, 
when you compare 
the average income of 
parents in Palmetto and 
parents in Northwest 
Bradenton, it makes 
much more sense.
 “The wealthiest 
schools never get Fs, 
and schools with high 
populations of poor 
students face an uphill 
battle to even get a 
C,” say the Herald 
State Bureau authors 
Michael Vasquez and 
David Smiley.  They 
explain how the Title 
1 schools- which 
are characterized as 
having a poverty level 

at or above 40%- 
typically perform the 
worst.
 The whole 
goal of the Title 1 is 
to give money in order 
to help educate the 
disadvantaged schools.  
Title 1 is based on the 
percentage of students 
enrolled and those 
qualified for the Free 
and Reduced lunch 
meal plan. While both 
Lincoln Middle and 
Palmetto Elementary 
School are Title 1, 
Palmetto Elementary 
battle a rate of over 
90% of students 
enrolled qualifying 
for Free and Reduced 
Lunch.  While 
Palmetto High School 
meets the conditions 
percentage wise, the 
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In the past, the 
thoughts and ideas 
of teenagers have 
been over looked. 
Adolescents were told 
that they “would not 
understand” and were 
usually shunned from 
adult conversations. 
As the years have 
rolled by, the world has 
become more lenient 
and understanding 
when it comes to 
the young person’s 
mind. New attitudes 
towards the younger 
generations have 
been adopted, and 
now more than ever, 
teenagers’ opinions 
and thoughts are being 
valued and taken into 
consideration.
 Along with 
these changes comes 
a steady increase in 
the rate of intelligence 
amongst minors, and a 
passion and drive that 
has not necessarily 
been seen in the past. 
Sophomore Jacob 
Hromyak believes that 
these characteristics 
in teens are a result 
of access to more 
technology.  It  has 
become increasingly 
popular for youth 
around the world to 
be seen pushing the 
envelope, making 
a statement and 
standing up for what 
they believe in.
 “[Youth today 
has] access to a lot 
more technology, 
necessary clubs 
and extracurricular 
activities,” said 
Hromyak.
 A prime 
example of this kind 
of initiative is Bella 
Weems from Chandler, 
Arizona. Weems made 
it her goal at fourteen 
years old to save 
up for a car for her 
sixteenth birthday. 
She took this dream to 
a new level, however, 
when she started 
her own jewelry 
company, Origami 
Owl. The company, 
which started off 
with Weems herself 

hosting dozens of 
‘jewelry parties,’ has 
flourished and become 
a successful business 
with thousands of 
employees. 
 Then there 
is Jack Andraka, a 
fifteen-year-old high 
school freshman 
from Crownsville, 
Maryland who 
developed new prize-
winning diagnostics 
for various types 
of life-threatening 
diseases. Though his 
study focuses mainly 
on pancreatic cancer, 
Andraka says that his 
‘novel paper sensor’ 
offers conclusive 
results for an array 
of disease testing. 
Andraka became 
interested in the early 
diagnosis of diseases 
after his uncle passed 
away from pancreatic 
cancer.
 It is always 
great to hear about 
the success of others, 
but is it possible for 
the average student 
to accomplish such a 
feat? Forbes Magazine 
says that it is possible 
for anyone to become 
successful doing what 
he or she loves, and 
the most important 
steps towards 
accomplishing your 
goal are to, “Act. 
Learn. Build. Repeat.” 
In addition, another 
major characteristic in 
becoming successful 
is determination. 

“You have 
to be determined. 
As long as you are 
determined, you can 
do anything,” said 
sophomore Marcelo 
Doria.
 There is no 
doubt that adolescents 
and teenagers today 
have accomplished 
much more than those 
of the past. As the 
world continues to 
be astonished by new 
discoveries, thoughts 
or inventions brought 
to us by today’s 
generation, there are 
many more inventive, 
young minds waiting 
for their turn in the 
spotlight.
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MOLLY BY: KYLIE ADAMS
STAFF REPORTER

T E E N S  TA K I N G 
A C T I O N

 Recently, you 
may have heard the term 
Molly in a conversation 
or even a song but have 

not been fully aware of what it really is. This 
recently illegal drug has suddenly been brought 
into the spotlight where it should not be . Molly is 
the street name for a powder or crystal form of 3, 
4-Methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), 
the main chemical used in ecstasy.
 Celebrities recently started to publicize 
the drug when Miley Cyrus, Kanye West and 
Madonna all referenced it in either song or 
speech. 

“I remember hearing it in Miley Cyrus’ 
song “We Can’t Stop”. Everyone is 
aware of the drug, but also unaware 
of it at the same time,” Madison 
Hall stated. Most people 
who know of the drug are 
not fully aware of the 
negative impact it 
could have. 

R u s t y 
Pain, a 
spokesperson 
with the Drug 
Enforcement 

Administration, 
told Chicago 
Times “Molly could be 
anything. 80 to 90 percent of 
the time we are given a chemical or 
substance believed to be Molly, we are finding 
most of the time it is something completely 
different.”

In other words, the drug everyone thinks 
can cause no harm can do so indeed. 

NBC News also talked about what Molly 
can really be. “More and more college-age kids 
are landing in emergency rooms after ingesting 
the designer drug known as Molly, but experts 
tell NBC News that many of the kids who think 
they’re using Molly are really taking something 
else -- often something more harmful, like bath 
salts.”

According to Pane, “There is no such 
thing as pure MDMA”. Most people who take 
this drug do not understand this simple concept. 
Why take a gamble on life to just fit in or have 
the experience?

An anonymous student told us their 
frightening experience with the drug and why 
people should not try it, even if it is just once. 

“Over the summer, my friends took 

Molly and made having fun a higher priority 
over their own life. They always offered it to me 
and I always said no, but I finally just gave in. 
I never wanted to try it because I always heard 
freak stories about people taking the drug, but 
at the same time, I truly believed nothing would 
happen to me.  I remember taking the drug, but 
everything after that is a complete blur until I 
woke up the next morning in the hospital.”

When the student first took the drug, he 
remembered acting calm when he was really 
freaking out. Minutes later, he said his anxiety 
“just left” and the last thing he remembered was 
being happy and goofing around, but after that, 
everything  went blank. The student’s friend told 
him that he instantly switched into a daze and 

was unable to answer simple 
questions that he obviously 

knew the answer to. He 
was told he randomly just 

stopped responding 
and then suddenly 

passed out. 
“I wasn’t 

breathing.”
T h e 

s t u d e n t 
stated that 
his friend 
called an 

a m b u l a n c e 
and he was 

suddenly rushed to the 
emergency room then later 

transferred to ICU. His parents were 
called to the hospital where they met the doctor 
and they were told his diagnosis, Hyponatremia. 
Hyponatremia is when cells are filled with water 
instead of sodium like normal. 

He was sent to receive an MRI where 
the doctors found something even worse, brain 
swelling. His parents and friends were told that 
if he was to make it through, he would wake up 
with permanent brain damage. 

“Fortunately the next morning, I woke 
up. Neither my parents nor the doctor understood 
how I woke up healthy or how I was even still 
alive for that matter. God was watching over 
me that night and the day following. All of this 
happened just because I wanted to try it. Just 
because of peer pressure. Just because I thought 
this would never happen to me.”

This story goes to prove that something 
may not be what you think it is. Just “trying” 
it one time can result with the loss of your life, 
hurting not just you, but loved ones as well. Do 
not take a gamble on your life with Molly.  

BY: RACHEL RIZZO
STAFF REPORTER
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 With all the laws in the 
United States, it seems almost 
everything Americans do is 
somehow illegal. Whether it would 
be running a red light or, according to 
Dumblaws.com, keeping ice cream 
cones in your back pocket, which 
is illegal in Alabama, some laws 
are not always just for safety.  It is 
nice to be protected by government 
officials and laws, but many laws 
out there can be considered a little 
bit more than excessive. 
 Congress passes laws 
that seem to be a major waste of 
time on everyone’s part.  It can 
make someone wonder who could 
possibly take time out of their day 
to pass such laws.   

For example, in Idaho, it is 
illegal for a man to buy his woman 
a box of chocolates weighing more 
than fifty pounds. Now, some 
people wonder what officials were 
thinking when they passed this 
law except for maybe wanting to 
keep women skinny although most 
women cannot down fifty pounds of 
chocolate. In Florida, you better not 
sing in a public place while wearing 
a bathing suit because you will be 
forced to pay the consequences. 

Sophomore Courtland 
Higgins’s favorite ridiculous law 
is, “In Chicago, Illinois, it is illegal 

to fish while sitting on a giraffe’s 
neck.”

Generally, people fish 
in boats that are on water, not a 
giraffe’s neck.  

Lora Johnson, sophomore, 
said, “In Texas, if you are going to 
kill someone, you have to give them 
twenty-four hour notice through 
either a letter or a phone call.”

Although, before murdering 
someone, informing the person they 
are about to be killed may not be on 
the top of their priority list. 

 Police may not enforce 
these laws every day although 
some of them are so ridiculous 
that no sane person would actually 
commit these “crimes”, but it does 
not mean that they are not around. 
Consequences can include fines, 
jail time, and if you flirt in New 
York City, you can be forced to 
wear horse blinders every time you 
go out for a walk. 

When asked her standpoint 
on ridiculous laws, sophomore 
Kayla Hickey said, “They are 
crazy! Why would you want laws 
that no one is going to listen to? I 
think everyone just needs a joke. I 
think Congress thought it would be 
funny to pass the stupid laws.”

In today’s world, you have 
to look out for every little thing you 
do to make sure it is not illegal. 
Heaven forbid a minor play pinball 
in South Carolina. 

FEATURE
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STAFF REPORTER

YO U  C A L L  T H I S  I L L E G A L ?
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Most people believe that 
anyone who talks to the spirits and voices in the room 

is just schizophrenic.  It only gets creepier when they start giving 
personal messages from your dead uncle Joe.  But that is exactly what 

psychic mediums’ special ‘gifts’ are.  So, why are fans fascinated enough to watch 
their shows religiously and willing to travel half way across the country for a reading? 

  Psychic mediums are usually thought of as creepy, old women in a big cape with a 
crystal ball; a sideshow at a circus or a big scam.  But they have a special talent that is so much more 

than that. 
 “They have psychic powers to where they can connect to another world with spirits,” said freshman 

Reese Atkinson.
The popular TLC show, Long Island Medium, follows medium Theresa Caputo, who has a special gift 

that allows her to communicate with people who have died.  In everyday life, she encounters people who have lost 
a loved one at some time, and those spirits go to her to give their living ancestors a message from beyond, even if 
she is at a restaurant eating a burger, or a furniture store picking out couches.  

With some families feeling regret and guilt about the way they lost someone, many people seek her for 
closure.  Caputo and other mediums have a common mission to bring peace and closure to those who are hurting, 
which is one reason why they have become increasingly popular.

“I want to connect with my grandma, even though she is dead,” said Jordan Whitaker, a junior.
 It is no secret that everyone would love to get that last goodbye with someone they really miss.   That is 

a part of what makes Long Island Medium’s Theresa Caputo and others so special, because they give 
that opportunity.   While this used to just be considered witchcraft, many skeptics are becoming 

believers. 
 “I have family members who have gone to them and everything they have 

been told was true.  I am too creeped out to go see them,” said Colleen 
Monaghan, a junior. 

Between creeping out and 
intriguing people, mediums have earned 
themselves quite the reputation.  Their 
talent is not just to talk to dead people; 
they have the ability to give many 
widows and the families left behind the 
closure they need to move on and live a 
happy life. 
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HASHTAGS

Most will admit that 
technology rules our generation, 
and year after year, kids from 
all over the world empty their 
parent’s wallet to grab the latest 
and greatest devices. A large 
portion of that are video games. 
According to survey, the average 
American household owns at least 
one video game console. In 2012, 
the U.S spent 14.8 billion dollars 
in video game sales, and that 
number is only expected to go up. 
 In the last 6 months, some 
of the biggest names in video games 
dropped their sequels. Rockstar 
released Grand Theft Auto V in 
late September, after delaying the 
much anticipated release in mid-
2012, and gamers wasted no time 
in getting their hands on it as GTA 
made more than 800 million dollars 
within 24 hours of its release, 
making it the highest-grossing 
game on launch day of all time. 
 “I’m not surprised with 
all of GTA’s sales. They’ve been 
making good games for years 
and GTA five is yet another 
masterpiece,” said Aaron Witham, 
a Grand Theft Auto gamer.
 EA Games released 
Battlefield 4 on October 29th, after 
their huge success with Battlefield 
3 in 2012. Battlefield and Call of 
Duty have been competing for 

the top first-person shooter for 
over five years now and this year 
they will compete again with 
Battlefield 4 going up against Call 
of Duty Ghosts. Battlefield 4 has 
already sold over 800 thousand 
copies worldwide. Do the math, 
and that’s over 48 million dollars 
in sales in less than 2 weeks.
 Also on the 29th of October, 
Ubisoft released Assassin’s Creed 
IV: Black Flag. Assassin’s Creed 
remains one of the best-selling 
game franchises in the world, 
selling over 57 million copies 
since their first game in 2007.
 Finally, there’s Infinity 
Ward’s pride and joy, Call of Duty 
Ghosts. Often referred to as the 
best video game franchise of all 
time, Call of Duty has made and 
sold billions plus on their multi 
award-winning first person shooter 
games, selling over 120 million 
copies since their debut in 2003.
 “It’s the best first person 
shooter I’ve ever played. 
I recommend it to gamers 
everywhere”, says Austin Bloome, 
senior and Call of Duty player.
 The video game industry 
is certainly showing no sign of 
slowing down, as they continue to 
rake in billions each year from the 
youth of the world, and our kids 
here in America definitely continue 
to keep gaming as their top priority.
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L A S T  M I N U T E  G I F T S

BY: RACHEL RIZZO
STAFF REPORTER

BY: BRANDON  KESLAR
STAFF REPORTER

T E E N S  C O N T I N U E  G A M I N G

 A.I.C.E. (Advanced International Certificate 
of Education) program, through Cambridge 
University, keeps it from being able to claim Title 1.
 The problem is the requirements for earning 
a favorable school grade are constantly evolving.  
The schools stress making at least a 3.0 to pass 
FCAT writing, and then the state requirement 
moves up to a 3.5 to be considered ‘passing’.  
Principal Willie Clark discussed at length how hard 
it is to beat the test when the grading is changing 
constantly.
 “We compare favorably,” explains Palmetto 
High School’s Athletics and Activities Director, 
Dustin Dahlquist, “we have gone up every year 
and our scores are not the lowest in the district.”
  Their efforts have not gone unnoticed.  
County officials have admitted that they are seeing 
progress in the Palmetto schools.  The statistics do 
not lie, and they are showing that the test scores 
coming out of Palmetto’s schools are slowly, but 
surely, improving. 
 “No one really likes the way the grade came 
out.  The requirements, rules and demographics 
are changing.  So we need to get the community 
involved,” says School Board member, Julie 
Aranibar. But, where can we go from here?  
The answer discussed lies in the budget.  While 
the School Board of Manatee County would like 
to change both the elementary and middle schools 
to A.I.C.E. schools, it is awful costly.  For now, the 
schools will continue to work with the community 
to better their grade and their reputation.  like to 
change both the elementary and middle schools to 
A.I.C.E. schools, it is awful costly.  For now, the 
schools will continue to work with the community 
to better their grade and their reputation.  

from Failing Schools, pg. 5

We are coming 
close to the end of our 2013 
calendar. Our Halloween candy 
is pretty much gone, we have 
celebrated Turkey Day by giving 
thanks for everything we have, and 
most of us probably shopped our 
little hearts out on Black Friday. So 
what’s next to check off of the list?
 Well, if you have not started 
your Christmas shopping yet, then 
finishing that list might be stressful. 
Luckily, there is still time to get 
things done so that this Christmas 
is easier and more enjoyable. 
 First things first: since you 
are already running late on picking 
up those presents, get those out of 

the way as soon as possible. Trust 
me; nothing can ruin the holiday 
spirit like running out of time to buy 
someone a gift. Besides, the longer 
you wait, the more you will pay 
for everything. From experience 
working in retail, I know that stores 
are aware of how lazy customers are 
and are not afraid to raise the price as 
the time runs out before Christmas.
 If you do not have the 
money, or would rather stay away 
from the holiday rush in stores, 
homemade gifts are a great idea 
as well! As cliché as it is, gifts 
that come from the heart are 
definitely more valuable than any 
other. I always prefer receiving 
a gift that I know the person put 
a lot of thought into. Pictures in 
collages, scrapbooks or frames 
are always a nice surprise for both 
family and friends. Even picking 
up a few inexpensive things that 
remind your friends of something 
funny or a memory shared between 
you can be heartwarming (and 
VERY easy to put together).
 So let’s make that list, check 
it twice and ensure that this year ends 
with a smile on everyone’s face!

 

 Hashtags on social media 
sites have recently become a popular 
trend with our generation. A hashtag 
is a statement that is “tagged” by the 
pound sign, normally on a caption 
of an Instagram picture. Certain 
days call for certain hashtags, 
such as #ManCrushMonday, 
# T o o l P i c T u e s d a y , a n d 
# T h r o w B a c k T h u r s d a y , a n d 
it seems like everyone has 
participated in the movement.Ryann Johanningmeier, 

sophomore, stated, “Not only 
do I hashtag my pictures, but 
I see everyone else’s pictures 
being hashtagged as well.” Hashtags are used to gain 

more followers or likes, make it 
easier look up a certain item or 
word, or to just make a statement 
at the end of your thought. An 
app, TagsForLikes, provides the 

maximum 30-tag limit of hashtags 
for users to post on their Instagram 
picture in hopes to receive more 
followers and likes on their pictures.   Brooke Bentley, a junior, 

said, “I think hashtags are so weird 
sometimes;  I do not understand how 
it has gotten to be such a trend.”Hashtags have even 

started to become a part of our 
everyday language. By making 
a statement, students at Palmetto 
reported hearing the term “hashtag” 
before a sentence or a term.  “It is funny sometimes 

to see what everyone says. The 
funniest hashtag I have seen on 
multiple pictures and have even 
heard by ear is the term, ‘Turn Up.’ 
When people go out, it seems that 
is the only hashtag that everyone 
knows,” Kaler Turenne stated.Let us wait to see how long 

this “trend” will hold up for, or 
maybe if it will even stop at all.



Ever since the release of The 
Hunger Games in March of 2012, 
fans have been impatiently waiting 
for the second movie, Catching 
Fire, to be released. Catching Fire, 
based on Suzanne Collins’ second 
book in The Hunger Games series, 
is sure to entertain fans of the book 
and casual moviegoers alike. As I 
settled into my seat a few days after 
the premiere, the people around me 
were definitely all fans of the book 
and had been waiting a very long 
time for this.

*SPOILERS AHEAD*
 The movie opens with 
Katniss hunting, the open wilderness 
past District 12 that the teenage girl 
has made her second home. It is the 
day before the Victory Tour, that will 
take Katniss on a journey through 
the 11 other districts, reliving the 

lives of the other tributes that were 
all brutally murdered in the previous 
year’s Hunger Games. The major 
part of the Victory Tour, that is 
taken straight from the books where 
Katniss and Peeta visit District 
11 and Katniss sees Rue’s family. 
When Peeta offers their winnings 
to the family because he has more 
than he needs, that’s then where 
the trouble starts, as an elderly man 
salutes Katniss with the same salute 
that she gave to Rue last year just 
after she died and he is taken out of 
the crowd and shot immediately. 

After that, Katniss and 
Peeta travel through the rest of the 
districts with small rebellions and 
riots arising here and there. That is 
when they end up in the Capitol for 
the Victor Party dedicated to them, 
where they discover the plentiful 
food the people in the Capitol 
have and since there’s so much, 
whenever they are full, they just 

go and throw it up so they can eat 
more. The party’s scenery is lovely 
and it shows us a side of the Capitol 
that we didn’t get to see in the last 
movie, which is accompanied with 
some shots of President Snow and 
his want to get rid of Katniss. His 
way to finally accomplish that is to 
throw her back into the arena for the 
75th Hunger Games, which happens 
to be a Quarter Quell, so the victors 
that had already won would be 
reaped again to fight to the death in 
a new arena. 

The major victors in the 
districts that we get to know in the 
movie or leave an impact on us are: 
One: Gloss and Cashmere; Two: 
Bruce and Enobaria; Three: Wiress 
and Beetee; Four: Finnick and 
Mags and Seven; Johanna. Katniss 
joins alliances with Finnick, Mags 
and then later Wiress, Beetee and 
Johanna and they all happen to be 
in on the plan to get Katniss out 

of the arena alive. Unfortunately, 
when they all attempt to execute 
this master plan, Katniss fights back 
in thinking that they have turned 
against her and Peeta. She stills 
keeps with the original plan though 
to blow through the force field 
above the arena and is almost killed 
by the shockwave that happens after 
the fact. Later, she then wakes up 
in a helicopter traveling to District 
13 and she learns that Johanna 
and Peeta have been taken by the 
Capitol. The bad news continues 
when they arrive at District 13 and 
Gale delivers the news to Katniss 
that District 12 is no more.

Overall, the movie was 
excellent due to the actors matched 
their characters perfectly and I 
would not have changed the casting 
in anyway. Now I am sure that 
fans everywhere are waiting in 
anticipation for Mockingjay: Part 1.
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BY: EMILY O’CONNELL
STAFF REPORTER

  

After sparking movie remakes, parodies, live 
improvisation, and much more, there is set to be 
yet another addition to the Jurassic Park movie 
series. On June 12th, 2015, the dinosaurs will 
return to the big screen in the fourth installment 
of Jurassic Park. This new movie will also go 
by the title Jurassic World and will be set on the 
island where the first movie was set. According 

to a response on Twitter from 
the movie’s director, Colin 
Trevorrow, “this is a new sci-fi 
terror adventure set 22 years 
after the horrific events of 
Jurassic Park.” 

 Shelby Lynch, 
sophomore, thinks that “it is a 
great idea because it will be 
more modern and the special 
effects will be better. Also, 
it could bring in younger 

audiences and keep the old ones which would 
make a larger amount of viewers.”
  The movie is set to begin filming in 
early 2014, a long running rumor that Chris 
Pratt (from Guardians of the Galaxy) is set to 
headline the new film with Bryce Dallas Howard 
(from Spider-Man 3) as the female lead. In an 
interview with USA Today, the leading woman 
casually mentions her involvement in the movie:

 “They’re re-launching the Jurassic Park 
franchise, so I’ll be chasing dinosaurs,” Howard 
said. “That’s going to happen next year.” 

Also starring in the movie is Nick 
Robinson (Kings of Summer) and Ty Simpkins 
(Iron Man 3) who are in consideration to play 
brothers. Jurassic World is also going to be in 
3D, which will make the dinosaur chasings even 
more realistic.
 Along with new faces, there will also be 
a new and supposedly terrifying dinosaur in the 
film. Paleontologist Jack Horner, who was the 
technical advisor for the first film, confirmed 
that there would be a new dinosaur for Jurassic 

World. 
Horner said, “I can’t actually 

tell you who that will be, But you’ll 
want to keep the lights on after you 
see this movie.”
 “Jurassic World” will be in 
present day Isla Nublar, now an 
actual theme park, as originally 
intended by John Hammond in the first film. 
It accumulates 10 million visitors per year and is 
completely safe – until the dinosaurs roll in.
 

BY: DANIELE GRUTZNER
STAFF REPORTER

THE HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE MOVIE REVIEW



 Your season 
is hanging by a single 
thread.  A season and 
a team built on hard 
work, sweat, muscle, 
talent, and heart holds 
onto the last string 
of hope left in them.  
Minds are racing and 
tempers are flaring as 
the players prepare 
for a game that cannot 
be lost.  Losing is 
not an option, but is 
always a possibility.
 A l t h o u g h 
nobody ever wants 
to disappoint their 
teammates or their 
fans, in the end, there 
always has to be a 
losing side.  The 
players left their heart 
out on that field, but 
it was not enough.  
Losing a game is 
always hard, but the 
harder part is picking 

oneself up after the 
loss, especially if it was 
a game that had to be 
put in the win column.
 “Every loss 
stings a little bit, but 
even in the tough 
games you just have to 
let go and move on.  We 
were down by one or 
two runs and we ended 
up losing, it stings 
and it feels terrible,” 
said Varsity baseball 
player, Tyler Mitchell.
 Losing a game 
that you had to be a 
win, and you knew 
you could win is a 
game that stings the 
most.  How do you 
handle yourself after 
it? How do you deal 
with the fact that your 
season ended, because 
of one game, one game 
that every player knew 
had to be a win?  These 
questions are not easily 
answered because 

most players react to 
the loss in different 
ways.  Some move on, 
some let it stay in their 
mind. Some do not 
let it affect them, and 
some take it to heart. 
 “Last year 
we lost a game in a 
one game playoff to 
make it to the district 
playoffs.  We had 

bases loaded with two 
outs and the game 
winning run on third 
base and we ended 
up losing.  Because it 
was so close in nature 
it was one that I felt 
we should have won, 
Those games are a lot 
harder to get over.  It 
just takes a few days 
to get over a loss like 

that knowing that you 
were a better team 
than the team that 
you played against,” 
said Varsity baseball 
coach, Rich Glass.
 In other cases, 
players and coaches 
feel like they have 
let people down, 
including; family, 
friends, fans, and 
others on their team.  
 Glass went on 
to say, “As a coaching 
staff we may have let 
the players down in 
the shear fact that I do 
not think that we were 
prepared to the best of 
our ability. That falls 
squarely on us, I would 
not put the blame on 
any of the players.”
 When a team 
loses a game that has 
to be won, there are 
always people that are 
disappointed.  People 
tend to believe that fans 

have it the hardest, but 
if you ask the players, 
they all tend to say that 
they feel like they let 
their team mates down 
more than the fans.  
Teammates have a 
bond that goes beyond 
friendship.  Spending 
hours every day with 
your team doing the 
same thing that you 
love makes them a 
family.  It is easy to be 
a team when you are 
winning, but when a 
loss happens that ends 
the season that what 
makes a team even 
better.  Every guy is 
there to pick the other 
guy up.  Losing a 
game that had to have 
to be won is tough, 
but having teammates 
that are there to pick 
each other up make 
the loss that much 
easier to get over.
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 ‘Fantasy Football’ is a 
term widely used and understood 
in households across the nation. 
Started in 1963, Fantasy Football 
has become wildly popular in 
the United States. Along with 
similar sport competition and 
gambling communities, Fantasy 
Football draws participants in 
with a promise of putting together 
your own winning team and 
joining a variety of leagues to 
play in, including ‘pay leagues’. 
 ‘Pay leagues’, though not 
advertised on fantasy leagues’ 
websites, offer a chance to win 
money for watching sports and 
selecting your ‘dream team’ of 
players. However, any form of 
betting in a game day pool, fantasy 
league, or other communities 
is considered gambling, 
which is technically illegal. 

“I believe people join 
these pay leagues because it 
is a way to ‘get their fix’ for 
gambling, as people that gamble 
like to take a risk. Although 
some people will play fantasy 
leagues to learn more about the 
sport and keep up with players,” 
says Junior, Alex Michniewicz.
 However, a brand new 
sports-centered, strategic company 
is stirring interest in those 
participants and looking to take 
over as the pioneer of a new type 
of fantasy sport league. Fantex, 
Inc. offers those devoted to the 
progress of sports teams, limited to 
only football for now, the chance to 

invest in a player’s brand. Unlike 
most fantasy ‘pay leagues’, Fantex 
Inc. is a completely legal way of 
investing money in a player’s 
performance on and off the field. 
 Fantex, Inc. is “an all-new 
marketplace where you can buy 
and sell shares linked to the value 
and performance of the brand of an 
athlete” according to its’ website. 
It is a real stock that works with 
real money. The athlete’s ‘brand 
value’ considers his income 
from playing, his appearance 
fees, and his endorsements. But 
the brand is not retired when the 
athlete is, and you can continue 
to work with that stock even 
after the player’s career is over.
 Just like any great 
opportunity, Fantex, Inc. has a 
negative appeal. For example, the 
company is not held responsible 
for the money you have 
already invested into a player’s 
brand if that player suddenly 
gets hurt or is unable to play. 

They state “There is no 
assurance as to the development or 
liquidity of any trading market,” 
clearly in their terms and conditions.
 The new company has 
so far only signed one player’s 
brand- Arian Foster, running 
back for the Houston Texans- 
but is expecting to work with 
many more athletes in the near 
future. If Fantex, Inc. becomes 
as successful as it projects itself 
to be, it could become the future 
of sports gambling and betting. 

FANTEX:  FUTURE FANTASY
BY: KYLIE ADAMS

STAFF REPORTER

 
 
 
 Most people 
could not dream of 
moving away from 
home and leaving their 
family and friends to a 
completely new place 
across the Atlantic 
Ocean.   But that is 
exactly what junior, 
seventeen year old Oda 
Henriksen has done.   
Henriksen plays for 
the girls’ soccer team 
here at Palmetto High 
School and is a foreign 
exchange student that 
was born in Norway 
and has been playing 
soccer for twelve years.

 Before she 
joined the Palmetto 
team, Henriksen 
played for Ulfstina (in 
Norway.) Her reason 
for joining the Palmetto 
team was because 
she loves soccer and 
she still wanted to 
play even though she 
was not home.  She 
likes it because she 
loves the coaches 
and the girls because 
they are nice girls. 

“It’s really 
different from home; 
we don’t have school 

teams, only club 
teams.  I am not sure 
about how far the 
team will go this year 
though because I have 
never played against 
the other teams,” 
says Henriksen.

Even though 
Henriksen has been 
playing for twelve 
years, she does not 
want to do anything 
with soccer after she 
is done with school 
because she does not 
think that she is good 
enough.  Also, in 
her years of playing 
soccer, she said the 
best thing she ever 
achieved was that her 
team won a tournament 
and it was big because 
they played against 
really good teams.

“I really 
hope the school team 
goes past districts. 
I think it would be 
fun,” says Henriksen.

“I am in Florida 
because I signed up 
for a program and you 
could choose states 
but I didn’t and the 
family that wanted me 
lived in Florida and so 
I was lucky enough to 
come here.  I love the 

school, I went to MSA 
and transferred after a 
week.  I am here for 
ten more months and 
then I go back in June.  
I have left family and 
friends and I don’t 
regret it, it’s awesome.” 

Henriksen will 
be playing in the next 
girls’ soccer game, so 
if you want to see her 
in action, come out 
and watch her play. 

BY: EMILY O’CONNELL
STAFF REPORTER

BY: NICK RAMSEY
SPORTS EDITOR

PLAYER HIGHLIGHT:
ODA HENRIKSEN
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EQUIPMENT MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

BY: SHELBY WATSON
STAFF REPORTER

        

How does it feel to run 
a race with a brand new 
pair of Nike Air Max’s, 
or play a game of 
baseball with a bat that 
is built with cutting-
edge technology? 
Athletes hit the jackpot 
when they receive new 
sporting equipment 
and their confidence 
reaches a whole new 
level. Sports teams 
gain a stronger sense 
of unity when their 
coach brings out fresh, 
unworn, matching 
uniforms. Some say it 
is the equipment that 
makes an athlete’s 
performance; others 
say it is the player’s 
skills when working 
with the gear.
 Whether or 
not it is the equipment 
itself that makes 
an athlete perform 
terrifically, better 
sports equipment 
could single-handedly 
boosts an athlete’s 
confidence. 

When asked 
about his and the 
team’s reaction when 
they receive new 
sporting equipment 
such as shoes and 

uniforms, sophomore 
baseball player Danny 
Urbina replied, “We’re 
excited, it also boosts 
our confidence by 
knowing that we look 
good.”
 We l l - k n o w n 
corporations such 
as Nike and Adidas 
spend billions of 
dollars designing 
and developing new 
footwear, apparel, 
equipment, and 
accessories to better 
the performance of 
athletes everywhere. 
Regular athletes 
often use the same 
gear that professional 
athletes do and for this 
reason, they feel as 
if the gear will make 
them perform like 
the professionals do. 
The newness of the 

accessories and their 
proven abilities send 
athletes into a state of 
invincibility and allow 
them to run faster and 
jump higher. 

When asked 
if expensive sports 
equipment really 
makes a difference in 
how he plays, Varsity 
baseball player Jake 
Merch replied, “I use 
cleats that are below 
my ankle and I have 
noticed that I feel like 
I am a lot faster. They 
are a lot lighter.” 

When asked if 
he can tell a difference 
in his players’ 
performance when 
they receive new gear, 
JV basketball coach 
Coach Jackson replied, 
“Yes, definitely. We 
call it the look good, 

feel good, play good 
theory.”
 Although better 
sporting equipment 
without a doubt boosts 
an athlete’s confidence 
and allows them to play 
better, some argue that 
the performance boost 
is psychological and 
not a result of better 
sporting accessories. 
“I think it’s more 
psychological. I think 
that feeling good 
makes you more 
confident,” says senior 
Jake Merch.
 In the end, top 
of the line sporting 
equipment empowers 
athletes to play better, 
whether it is a result of 
the quality of the gear 
or a psychological 
effect. 

 The other day 
I was asked how my 
senior year of baseball 
is going to be different 
than past years, and 
if I am going to play 
in college.  This 
question really made 
me think. I did not 
realize how much 
all of my previous 
years of baseball 
would lead up to this 
year.  My senior year 
is by far the most 
important year of 
baseball that I have 
had in my life.  The 
college showcases 
and tournaments have 
made me realize how 
important the game 
of baseball is to me.  
Senior year has been 
different in a lot of 
different ways.  In all 
of my previous years I 
did not have to worry 
about what college I 
was going to or having 
to talk to college 
coaches.  It does add 
more pressure for 
when the actual high 
school season comes, 
but it definitely makes 
it more interesting and 
a lot more fun.  This 
summer I played on 
three different teams, 
and having played for 
three separate teams 
at the same time in the 
past year has opened 
up a lot of options 
and has given me 
many opportunities 
to meet new people 
and experience new 
things.  I have met a 
good number of new 
teammates that have 
made the game more 
fun, and I have met 
more coaches, which 
has given me more 
exposure.  If I would 

have to give anybody 
advice on preparation 
for college sports, 
I would say to start 
earlier than I did.  I 
started at the end of 
my junior year and 
I regret it because I 
would have had more 
time to meet new 
people and go to more 
camps and showcases.
 I am nervous 
for what the future 
holds, but I am very 
excited because I am 
confident that my 
talent and dedication 
are enough to get 
me to the next level 
and be a successful 
college athlete.  There 
are always people 
telling you that you 
cannot do it.  People 
like these are the kind 
that could not do it 
themselves and are 
trying to bring down 
because they could 
not succeed.  Also, 
there are always 
going to be times 
when you are not 
playing as well as you 
know you can.  These 
are just obstacles.  
Yes, they get in the 
way and hinder you 
from succeeding 
sometimes, but it is 
your own choice how 
to overcome them.  
 So far my 
senior year has been 
more of a challenge, 
but it has also been 
more of a blessing 
because it has made 
me realize that I 
am pretty sure that 
I can make it to the 
next level and be 
successful.

THE STRUGGLES OF 
A SENIOR ATHLETE

 

Skates, skis, sleds and 
more are soon to come 
in Sochi, Russia. 
More ice, more 
snow, and now more 
competition. The 2014 
Winter Olympics 
will take place as the 
largest games yet from 
February 7th through 
the 23rd.

 Twelve new 
events have been 
added to the 22nd 
Winter Olympic 
Games ranging from 
the ski half-pipe, to 
women’s ski jumping 
and to the figure 
skating team event. 
Men’s and women’s 
s n o w b o a r d i n g 
slopestyle and parallel 
slalom were also 
added. Eight of these 
sports were extracted 

from events in the 
X-Games. 

“The key 
positive factors 

included 
whether the 
changes would 
increase universality, 
gender equity and 
youth appeal, and, 
in general, add value 
to the Games,” said 
Olympic.org.

Shaun White is 
known for his exquisite 

tricks on a snowboard. 
Picture him performing 
the same moves on 
skis, and that is what 

the 
ski half-
pipe will 

look like at 
the games. He plans to 
compete in both events 
while the US plans to 
watch him receive two 
gold medals.

“I really 
love to compete 
and I just thought it 
would be super fun 

to see if I could hold 
my own across two 
disciplines,” White 
told Jay Leno.

Many ice 
skating competitors 
are not excited about 
the figure skating 
team addition since it 
may take away their 
performance level 
for the individual 
events. A team will 
be composed of one 
female skater, one male 
skater, one skating 
couple, and one ice 
dance couple. Over the 
course of three days, 
each team member/
pair will perform 
and be awarded their 
points. In the end, the 
team with the most 
points will be titled the 
winner.

“It is too 
close to our own 
competition,” said 

BY: RIKKI ALLARD
FEATURE EDITOR

CHANGES IN 2014 WINTER OLYMPICS

Germany’s Ingo 
Steuer who declined 
participation in the 
team event.

As February 
approaches, the anxiety 
increases. Jumping 
from 86 to 98 medal 
events, an extra day of 
competition and also 
an influx of amateur 
athletes, next year’s 
Winter Olympics has 

high expectations. 
Since the new events’ 
announcement  was 
just made in July of 
2011, competitors in 
these sports are both 
nervous and under 
pressure to bring a 
pleasant outcome for 
all those who watch 
and compete in the 
games. 

BY: NICK RAMSEY
SPORTS EDITOR




