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With students 
squeezing into 
small classrooms, 
complaints are 
overwhelming.

CLASSROOM SIZES 
ARE SHRINKING

From high-wasited 
shorts, to crop tops; 
this season’s fashion 
statements are get-
ting a lot of recogni-
tion. 
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SUMMER TRENDS

Could mermaids 
really exist, or are 
they merely a fig-
ment of our wild 
imagination?

FACT OR FICTION?

This year, we take 
on a new division of 
football teams. Will 
we rise above and 
come out victori-
ous?

PHS NEW DIVISION

Shifting to a positive 
spotlight is Palmetto 
High’s academically 
advanced students. 
Over 500 college 
credits were received 
last year by PHS 
students, bringing a 
new atmosphere to 
the campus as a new 
school journey begins. 
As Palmetto carries on, 
the struggle to obtain 

college credit hours is 
shared among a great 
amount of students. 
“We have  a lot of 
kids performing at a 
high level in contrary 
to the past,” expressed 
Principal Willie Clark. 
“The bar is set high, 
and students are better 
off to reach success,” he 
added.
 Throughout the 
school, preparation for 
college and the future 

has become a popular 
topic. Between AICE, 
Dual Enrollment, and 
Advanced Placement 
college classes, the 
numbers of students 
are expanding. With 
crowded classrooms 
and GPA’s that are 
within range of 
hundredths of points, 
there is no denial in the 
seriousness Palmetto 
High has adapted to 
when reaching full their 

full potential. 
“286 students 

passed an AICE test 
last year. Everyone is 
blown away, and the 
kids are working very 
hard,” quoted AICE 
coordinator Ed Rup.
 In addition, the 
dedication of PHS’s 
students has been giving 
a positive energy to the 
campus. Some students 
are loading themselves 
with a variety of college 

classes, which will result 
in many benefits, such 
as saving money, and 
good preparation for 
the future.
 “I want to get 
the AICE diploma 
because it will help 
me get into a good 
university and it will 
overall help me in 
my schooling,” stated 
Junior, Noah Williams
 The spark in 
college classes is creating 

an uplifting name for 
Palmetto High School. 
The accomplishments 
thus far have changed 
the reputation which 
includes a wave of 
impressive marks 
towards the academics 
taking place on 
campus. Therefore, the 
entire school has great 
things to look forward 
to when college credit 
testing swings around 
in May.

AICE TEST SCORES HELP IMPROVE PALMETTO HIGH REPUTATION

BY: CAITLYN D’URSO
STAFF REPORTER
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how 
do you 
cheer 

yourself 
up?

E M I LY ’ S  S TO R Y:
B R AV E R Y  I N  A  D E P R E S S E D  P L A C E

As we have grown up we 
have all been reminded 
not to talk to strangers 
online and to always be 
cautious of how much 
of our information 
was being posted on 
the internet. What if it 
could be a good thing 
to make friends online?  
Parents will tell you 
that you are risking 
the chance of talking 
to a child predator 
or somebody who is 
trying to use you for 
all the wrong reasons, 
but in reality you could 
be saving somebody’s 
life.  14 year-old 
Emily could definitely 
disagree with all the 
negative thoughts 
towards online 
friendships.  Recently, 
Emily came very close 
to committing suicide. 
She began tweeting 
about her problems 
with her mother. When 

Emily said she believed 
she should not be alive, 
many twitter friends 
became concerned. 
Cecile Audoin, another 
twitter user, and I 
happened to be talking 
at the time, and both 
realized what was going 
on. Audoin lives in 
another country, and 
therefore could not 
call the police to notify 
them of Emily, so she 
gave Emily’s cellphone 
number to me and I was 
able to be connected 
to the number for 
Emily’s local police, 
and they tracked her 
number. Thankfully, 
they got there on time 
and she was taken to 
the hospital. Emily is 
now safe, and has gone 
to see a social worker. 
When asked how she 
feels about the whole 
situation, she says 
“I’m just really lucky 
to have friends that 
care about me and care 

enough to save me”.
 Plenty of teens 
believe internet friends 
are a very positive thing. 
There are so many 
teenagers suffering 
from depression, 
bullying, anxiety, 
and the list goes on. 
Some kids have found 
it easier to talk to 
people online rather 
than make friends at 
school. There have 
been numerous cases 
where somebody has 
put all their problems 
behind them and 
became a bit happier all 
because of somebody 
halfway across the 
world from them. 

Kate Naylor, 
age 15, says “For some 
people, online friends 
mean more to them 
and are better friends 
than the ones they 
have in ‘real life’”. Of 
course, there is more 
to online friends than 
just to cheer you up. 

M e g h a n 
Mathias, sophomore, 
says “I think the best 
part about having 
online friends is that 
you can find people 
online that have 
common interests 
with you that maybe 
people near you don’t”. 
Just because somebody 
does not live around 
you and you have not 
gotten the chance to 
meet them in person, 
does not mean they 
cannot be a great 
addition to your life. 
Imagine where Emily 
could be if Cecile and 
I had not decided to 
befriend a few other 
girls on twitter. None 
of Emily’s ‘real life’ 
friends were aware 
of the situation until 
after she was already 
at the hospital. If it 
were not for her going 
online and talking to 
some strangers, she 
may not even be alive.

If you are having thoughts of suicide, please call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 
1-800-273-8255 or visit suicidepreventionlifeline

BY:RIKKI ALLARD
FEATURE EDITOR

“I like to listen to 
uplifting music and get 
out of the house. Usu-
ally I’ll go to the park 
or take a walk in the 
neighborhood. Fresh 

air helps clear my 
head.” 

                                         
– Mallory Feasel, 
Senior

“I like to run around 
my neighborhood, I 
just pray and ask what 
I need to do and what’s 
going on, and then I 
start saying thanks for 
the things I appreciate 
in life.  That takes my 
mind off what is get-
ting me down because 
I know I have so much 
more to live for.”

- Kole Nafziger
Freshmen


