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     In the past, other 
schools overlooked us.  
But, out of the ashes 
the Tigers rose up and 
struck fear into rival 
teams.  Palmetto is no 
longer one of those 
teams that you play 
your second or even 
third string against 
because they are not 
a threat.  Recently, 
the district decided 
to move Palmetto 
High School up a 
district, along with 
Lakewood Ranch 
High School.  The 
district now consists of 
Palmetto, Lakewood 
Ranch, Braden 
River, Northport, and 
Sarasota High School.  
The question stands, 
is this an upgrade or 
a downgrade for the 
Palmetto Tigers?
     Throughout the past 
few years, it has been 

said that Palmetto’s 
sports teams have done 
a little over average, 
with the exception of 
the soccer team who 
has done outstanding.  
This new positioning 
could be good or it 
could be bad for the 
school, but which is 
it?  Will the Tigers be 
able to hang with four 
upper level teams? 
Or will they crumble 
under the pressure?
     Varsity baseball 
player Jake Mersch,  
says, “I think moving 
up a district is going 
to help all the sports 
at Palmetto, especially 
football and baseball, 
particularly baseball 
because we are going 
to be playing a lot 
tougher teams so we 
will get better as the 
season progresses 
and we will be much 
better by the district 
playoffs where it really 
matters.”

     According to players 
throughout Palmetto 
High, they seem to be 
excited about the new 
district realignment.
     Varsity baseball 
player Jared Taylor 
says, “I feel that it will 
help the whole school 
because we will have 
a tougher competition 
and it will help us in 
the end as the season 
continues.”
     It sounds like in 
the long run, moving 
up a district will help 
the teams because 
the schedules will be 
tougher, resulting in 
better results when it 
comes to the playoffs 
and district titles.  But 
how about the coach’s 
thoughts?  Are they 
thinking the same way 
as the players are?
     Varsity baseball 
coach Rich Glass, 
says, “When I heard 
we were moving into 
a district with Sarasota 

High School, Braden 
River High School, 
Lakewood Ranch 
and Northport High 
School I was excited.  
I feel that this could 
be the start of some 
great things to come 
here at PHS if we 
continue to grind and 
get a total team back 
in.  The years Venice 
won back-to-back 
state titles they did not 
necessarily have the 
best players in terms of 
a guy that could flat out 
bring it or just crush 
the baseball, but what 
they did have was the 
best team.  They were 
selfless and willing to 
do the little things like 
move runners over and 
let the guy behind him 
drive him in or pitch 
to contact and let their 
defense make plays 
and not walk batters.  I 
feel this years team has 
some of that and we 
could be the team that 

might not have the best 
players, but that team 
that can play for each 
other and the name on 
the front of the jersey 
and make a nice little 
run.  I am so excited 
about this year’s team 
as I ever have been.”
     Coach Rich Glass 
had a lot to say about 
the matter and he has 
a strong opinion about 
the new district.  This 
district realignment 
could be the best thing 
that has happened 
to Palmetto High in 
years.  It could give 
teams the opportunity 
to get increasingly 
better as the season 
progresses so they can 
have more experience 
and talent when it 
comes to the games 
and tournaments that 
really matter.  At the 
end of the year, we will 
truly see if Palmetto 
has the potential to 
step it up a notch.
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 After years of waiting, 
Palmetto High School will 
finally have a swim team. 
For a long time Palmetto 
was the only school in the 
county without a team due 
to not having a pool on the 
north side of the river. The 
Bradenton Country Club has 
opened up their pool for our 
team to practice in. Coach 
Evelyn Magann has accepted 
the position of head coach for 
the brand new team. 

“The plan is to start 
a new program in the 2014-
2015 school year and get the 
community involved and 
excited about the new team. 
I want to start a new program 
at Palmetto High School that 
has never been done before. 
I am ready to start searching 
out swimmers now and begin 
training and practices so 
they can be prepared for the 
upcoming swim season,” 
says Coach Evelyn Magann. 

The main goal in the 
beginning is to find students 

willing to work hard and 
develop them as individual 
swimmers. This will be done 
by teaching sportsmanship 
and providing a positive and 
healthy, but competitive, 
learning environment. This 
will help build a team from 
top to bottom by starting 
from the very beginning. 

“I want Palmetto 
High School to have the best 
swim team possible so that a 
legacy will be made and left 
behind for future swimmers,” 
states Coach Magann. 

Coach Magann 
is hoping for at least 20 
swimmers to get the team 
started.

“I was approached by 
a couple of students from the 
school who wanted to better 
themselves in high school and 
college through swimming. 
The interest came directly 
from the students. I have 
been coaching for 15 years 
and I have a deep love for the 

sport. I am a teaching coach 
while also a competitive 
coach,” says Coach Magann.

Practices will be held 
at the Bradenton Country 
Club and the team will 
have morning practices 
before school and afternoon 
practices after school. 
Practices will include flip 
turns, starts, and finishes, 
while also getting into all the 
techniques and elements of 
good swimming.

“My specific focus for 
the Palmetto Tigers is stroke 
technique, race strategy, 
strengthening exercises, 
and mental discipline while 
also emphasizing respect, 
cooperation, and most 
importantly having fun while 
swimming competitively,” 
says Coach Magann. 

So come out and join 
the new swim team starting in 
the 2014-2015 school year! 
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 J e s s i c a 
McMillan is a senior 
on the girl’s golf 
team. She went to 
Manatee and played 
for their golf team 
for three years and 
then transferred to 
Palmetto as a full-
time Dual-Enrolled 
student at SCF. 

“I love [golf] 
at Palmetto. I love 
Mrs. Little, she is so 
helpful and the girls 
are so much fun!” 
says McMillan. 

She has 
played golf for four 
years and practices 
six times a week 
with lessons on 
Wednesdays. Jessica 
is very serious 
when it comes to 
golf and hopes to 
get a scholarship.  
However, she does 
not want to become 
a pro-golfer. Instead, 
she hopes to attend 
Florida Atlantic 
University and is 
thinking of studying 
politics. 

J e s s i c a ’ s 
best round for an 18-
hole golf match is 
an 83. For a 9-hole 
match, her best is a 
37. Jessica works at 
the Lakewood Ranch 
Country Club over 
the summer, teaching 
kids how to play golf. 
Her hobbies outside 
of golf include going 
to the beach, going 
to the gym, spending 
time with her friends 
and watching Netflix.  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
on moving on to 
Regionals!
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