
Every school in the School 
District of Manatee County has school 
activities that require money to run. A 
lot of their funds are now coming from 
students because the School District 
of Manatee County is lacking money. 
This is the third year in a row Manatee 
County’s School District has run below 
the state terms. Manatee County is six 
million dollars below the Florida state 
standard needed to run schools and 
their activities.

“The lack of funding is 
holding us back from progressing in 
our projects in construction class,” 
says Junior Veronica R.

This lack of funding is clearly 
affecting the learning of the students 
at Palmetto High. However, this is 
not just Palmetto; the lack of funding 
is affecting schools everywhere in 
Manatee County. Schools are even 
at risk of shutting down altogether. 
Central High School was shut down due 
to lack of funding and it has affected 

students and teachers from the whole 
county. It took two    million dollars 
to keep Central High up and running, 
so the district decided to close the 
school with the intent of saving money. 
The school was shut down and the 
District got two million surplus dollars 
added onto their overall budget for all 
remaining schools. This alone changed 
the way of life of the teachers and 
students; they had to find new places to 
work and go to school. Lashonda and 
Sharonda Tucker, former Central High 
School teachers, now had to move to 
Palmetto to teach. Some teachers feel 
that the closing of Central High was 
a disservice to the students and the 
faculty.

“The fact that Central closed 
simply because of financial purposes 
bothers me. With education, our 
concern should be to service our 
children. I feel as though the county 
did a disservice to our students, by 
closing down Central. The students 
who attended Central really needed it! 
Central provided a way for students to 

catch up on their credits and get back 
on track to graduate,” says former 
Central teacher L. Tucker. 

Superintendent Mills said that 
an economic recovery team has been 
working on a plan that will be in place 
by June.

 “I am not sure how to solve 
the funding problem, but laying off so 
many great teachers and getting rid of a 
school that changed so many lives is not 

the way! I think that if we as a district 
limit our miscellaneous spending, then 
we will definitely be able to limit the 
budget issues,” says the Tucker sisters.

 Until further explanation from 
Superintendent Mills, all we can do is 
donate to schools and school activities 
in need, and trust that our superintendent 
will resolve the economic crisis. 
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MANATEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE HOLE WITH BUDGET

In late July, Manatee 
High School employee 
Rod Frazier was charged 
of inappropriately touching 
females over a span of 
seven years. On top of this, 
Manatee High administrators 
Greg Faller, Debra Horne, 
Matt Kane, and Assistant 
Manatee County School 
Board Superintendent Bob 
Gagnon, also previously 
a Manatee High school 
Principal were all charged 
with failure to report child 
abuse. Yes, “The” Manatee 
High School is finally in the 

media for something negative, 
not Palmetto! Unbelievable, 
I know.  Most recently, all of 
the Manatee County School 
district employees accused of 
failing to report child abuse 
are no longer receiving a 
paycheck.  In the past weeks, 
Superintendent Rick Mills 
called for the termination of Ex 
Manatee High school Principal 
Bob Gagnon, former Assistant 
Principal Greg Faller, Former 
Assistant Principal Matthew 
Kane, former District 
Investigator Debra Horne, and 
Staff Attorney Scott Martin.  
Every employee minus Martin 
is in danger of being thrown in 
jail for Failure to report Child 
abuse, which is a felony.  

 Despite the fact that 
this Manatee High School 
fallout occurred months 
ago, we as Palmetto High 
School students still feel the 
repercussions of Frazier’s 

actions.
Mr. Carl Olsen 

was a treasured Assistant 
Principal whose presence 
was greatly appreciated by 
the student body and the 
staff.  Unfortunately, Olsen 
was poached from us over 
the summer to replace Greg 
Faller from Manatee High 
School.  Why did Faller need 
replacing? Simply because 
he was sent over to Palmetto 
from Manatee, the reasoning 
for the initial switch has not 
been fully explained.  To Mr. 
Faller’s dismay, his Palmetto 
High School experience was 
extremely short lived, courtesy 
of the Manatee County 
Sheriff’s department and Mr. 
Faller’s “failure to report child 
abuse”.  Is it fair that we lost 
one of our best staff members 
to an undeserving school? 
Absolutely not.  Was it fair that 
the teachers had to spend hours 

on the computer doing “Child 
Abuse Training” instead of 
preparing for the upcoming 
school year? Absolutely not.  
These things are all part of the 
domino effect that took place 
after Frazier’s incident, an 
event that does not and should 
not concern our school in any 
way. 

As a Palmetto High 
School student, I am extremely 
proud to call myself a Tiger.  
However, it is impossible to 
ignore the horrible reputation 
we are generally known for 
(see exhibit A: “Palmghetto”). 
As a result, it is hard to 
proudly attend a school that 
is frequently in the news 
for negative things, while 
unmoral actions in other 
schools such as Manatee go 
unreported.  Fortunately, an 
event of this magnitude cannot 
go unnoticed, and Manatee 
was called out by the press.    

Nonetheless,no matter 
what Manatee County’s 
perception on our school is, we 
Tigers are sure of one thing; 
we are extremely blessed to 
have the administrators that 
we have.  If we as students 
looked past the ridiculous 
dress code rules, we would 
see how each and every one 
of our administrators is always 
looking out for our best interest, 
no matter what.  Instead of 
reporting the negatives about 
our school, I say we look 
towards the positive. Because 
with each day, our school 
continually improves under 
the exceptional leadership 
we have been placed under.   
Palmetto High School is and 
will continue to be Manatee 
County’s hidden gem.

#Tigerpride

 During each class assembly 
at the beginning of the year, we 
were all informed that there have 
been a few changes to our dress 
code. It seems as if many of the 
students aren’t happy about these 
new rules. As it turns out these new 
rules were actually not made up by 
Palmettos finest administrators and 
are actually based off of Manatee 
County Schools Code of Conduct. 

Some changes to the dress 
code state that: girls are no longer 

allowed to wear “sheer” tops unless 
your tank top underneath is at 
least two inches wide, girls are not 
allowed to wear a scoop back shirt 
even if your bra is not showing. 
Boys are not allowed to wear tank 
tops that unless they are at least 2 
inches wide. And both boys and 
girls shorts have to be past their 
fingertips in length.

Most girls aren’t so thrilled 
with the fact that we are no longer 
allowed to wear yoga pants or 
leggings to school even if your shirt 
does cover your butt (the boys are 
kind of disappointed too). Most 

of the girls in the school were not 
pleased with these new rules.
         Junior Cooper Easterling 
says, “I think it is stupid that we 
are not even allowed to wear yoga 
pants/leggings, they are just pants 
it is not like we are asking to wear 
super short shorts. I think the 
school changed the rules because 
they think some people should not 
be wearing them but that is kind of 
discriminatory right?” 
Although Easterling may have a 
point, and many girls along with 
her think the changes to our already 
“strict” dress code are a little 

extreme. However, there are also 
many people who have a positive 
outlook on the new changes. 
“I’m actually okay with the 
dress code... To an extent! But 
having come from a school that 
had uniforms to Palmetto was 
amazing!” says sophmore Kaylee 
Smith and she does have a point, it 
could be worse girls! 
 So even though you may not agree 
with the new dress code make 
sure your outfit follows it, because 
Dr.Viands will be watching!

ADMINISTRATION HUNTS FOR DRESS CODE VIOLATORS
BY KATIE SHARP 
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