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This year 
at Palmetto High 
School there are 1,775 
students (as of the 
first day) and only 
88 teachers.  These 
numbers are a big 
difference compared 
to last year’s 1,645 
students and 97 
teachers.  With the 
abundance of students 
and the lack of 
teachers, classes are 
being completely 
overcrowded. The 
classes that seem to 
be the most crowded 
are AICE classes.
 A d v a n c e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Certificate of 
Education, or AICE, is 
an academic program 
that is offered here 
at Palmetto High 
School. These AICE 
classes that PHS offers 
are the classes that are 

being filled with the 
most students, instead 
of Dual Enrollment 
(DE), or any of the 
regular classes. This 
year, Mr. Rup’s AICE 
European History 
class has thirty eight 
students, while Mrs. 
Bush’s DE MAC 1140 
Pre-Calculus class has 
only 11 students. The 
reason this DE class is 
so small is because it 
requires a score of 23 
on the Mathematics 
portion of the ACT. 
“We are very grateful 
that Mr. Clark is letting 
us keep this class,” 
Mrs. Bush said. While 
taking DE classes 
involves having 
certain requirements, 
AICE classes do not. 
This can explain why 
there are so many 
more students in 
AICE classes instead 
of Dual Enrollment.
 When talking 

to Dr. Viands, one 
of the Assistant 
Principals, she said, 
“Now that we are done 
with all of the schedule 
changes, there are 
no oversized classes 
as deemed by the 
state requirements.” 

Even though 
this is true, that 
does not mean that 
the qualification of 
overfilled classes 
is set at too high a 
standard. Just because 
we are meeting state 
requirements does 
not mean that the 
size of our classes 
are not affecting the 
learning environment.
 “This is 
seriously hurting 
the quality of our 
education because 
there are ten more 
people in the class 
adding to the 
distraction of me 
learning the subject 

I’m supposed to 
be learning,” says 
sophomore Jackie 
Berkey, , whose AICE 
Thinking Skills class 
has 32 students. She 
believes that, “with 
more students in one 
class, there are more 
opportunities to be 
distracted.” Having 
overcrowded classes, 
especially ones as 
rigorous as AICE, 
can make it harder to 
get the quality of the 
learning experience 
that you can get 
with a smaller class.
 The AICE 
program is a high 
standard academic 
program that requires 
a lot of concentration 
and hard work. If 
those classes are the 
most crowded, the 
quality of learning 
along with the amount 
of things that are being 
taught is lowered.

“Smaller class 
sizes are usually 
preferred,” said Dr. 
Bartges, a science 
teacher at Palmetto. 
Dr. Bartges has over 30 
students in each of his 
AICE Physics classes. 
The overcrowding of 
classes affects both 
students and teachers 
and will continue to be 
affecting them until we 
get more teachers to 
balance the number of 
students in each class.
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 Will she be doomed from 
the beginning to follow in the 
footsteps of her older sister, or will 
the Titanic II complete the voyage 
that the first Titanic left unfinished?  
Said to set sail in 2016, the original 
Titanic’s maiden voyage was to be 
from Southampton, England, to 
New York State, USA.  The Titanic 
II will be taking the same journey 
as the Titanic attempted in 1912.

  Professor Clive Palmer, an 
Australian billionaire, announced 
in April of 2012 he was funding 
the building and launching of The 
Titanic II himself.  This   replica of the 
Titanic is being built in China. The 
ship is being constructed in memory 
and in honor of the individuals who 
served on the ship, the passengers 
who shared their gruesome fate, 
and those lucky enough to have 
survived the horrific tragedy.

  Only a few changes will be 
made to the Titanic II, mostly below 
the waterline. Modifications such as 
a welded hull instead of a riveted 

hull, and bow thrusters for better 
navigational control; but mainly 
consisting of 21st century navigation 
and safety system technology.  
Even with all these newly added 
safety pre-cautions there are many 
individuals unsure whether building 
the Titanic II is a truly smart idea.
 Todd Chastain, a senior 
at Palmetto High School, is 
concerned about The Titanic II 
being built. “I think that if it failed 
once due to a freak accident, 
what is to say it won’t again?” 

The Titanic’s crash had 
much to do with its lack of safety 
equipment, and ignoring the 
warnings that were sent to the 
ship about the iceberg. The new 
architectural design has kept The 
Titanic’s disaster in mind, while 
building The Titanic II. There are 
many superstitious people that 
are unsure about the ships ending. 
However, Professor Clive has 
assured the media of the several top 
notch additional safety features and 
the unlikelihood of a malfunction 
within the ship during the voyage.
 Ashley Olmsted, has shown 

quite an interest in the re-building 
of the once beautiful Titanic. 
 “I’ve always loved 
learning about The Titanic and 
I’m really excited to see how 
it all works out in the end.”

As of now there are around 
40,000 people interested in buying 
tickets for the “Ship of Dreams” 
(The Titanic II).  Chase Forrester, a 
junior at Palmetto High, is one of 
the many that, if the tickets weren’t 
as expensive as they are (ranging 
from $100,000-$1,000,000), he 

would leap at the chance! He stated, 
“That [going on the ship] would 
be the opportunity of a lifetime!”
 The Titanic’s tragic end has 
served as a guideline to the makers of 
all present day ships, to help assure 
their voyage will face no difficulties 
during their travel. The builders of 
The Titanic stated, in 1912, that 
she was “unsinkable.” The world 
learned, over 100 years ago, that 
no ship is unsinkable.  However, 
there is little doubt that The Titanic 
II will arrive safely in New York! 
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THE RETURN OF THE SHIP OF DREAMS: TITANIC, THE SECOND VOYAGE

CLUB UPDATE: KEY CLUB

At Palmetto, many different clubs are 
offered that allow students to meet new people 
and also contribute to the school. With Key 
Club, they not only contribute to the school, but 
to the community as well. Key Club is a club 
at Palmetto High school that allows students 
to participatee in community projects to earn 
service hours.

The Key Club meets on most Wednesday 
to discuss the different events students can take 
part in to help the community, as well as earn 
service hours. 

Cyandra Younger, Vice President of Key 
Club and member of three years tells The Prowl, 
“I like Key Club because you get community 
hours, you meet awesome people, and you have a 
wonderful time at the community service events. 
My favorite part about Key Club is being active 
and involved in the community. It’s like giving 
back for what they have done for you”.  

 Cooper Easterling, a new member of 
Key Club this year, says, “I’m excited that 
I get to meet new people and help out in the 
community!” 

On Saturday, September 21st, many 
students from Palmetto High took place at 
The Children’s Summit at The Civic Center in 
Manatee County. The Children’s Summit allows 
kids and their families to discover resources and 
different services that are located and available 
in the county. Students from Palmetto worked 
booths as well as help with activities that were 
offered at the summit.

 Mr. Durrance, the Palmetto Key Club 
advisor said, “We had 19 people show up from 
Palmetto’s Key Club for the Children’s Summit. 
It was awesome!”

Key Club also volunteered early in the 
morning during the Sutton Park 5k on Saturday, 
October 5th. Members helped with registration, 
some passed out water to the runners, and 
others helped directed where to go and earned 
community service hours while doing it. The Key 
Club already has many other planned events and 
multiple students signed up to help! Everyone 
is very excited for another great year of helping 
others and getting involved through Key Club.
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