
         The thrill of being
                  underwater 65 ft. 
                        is immaculate; I 
                       feel like I am a part 
                               of the ocean.
                                      -Alex Strott
                                                                                                       (Spear�sherman)

B e i n g 
born and raised in 
Florida now has a 

new name; Flo-grown. Flo-grown is a new 
company that is getting very popular in the sunshine 
state. Flo-grown sells everything from t-shirts, stickers, jackets, to even 
surfboards. 

Some might ask, what is flow-grown? Flo-grown’s motto is “Promoting 
Florida’s culture and lifestyle with Pride. Whether it’s fishing, mudding, surfing, or just beach’n it, its a 
flo-grown life style.” Using Florida’s natural habitat for your own enjoyment is Flo-grown.

Ben Mercer, a junior, says, “Even though I was not born in Florida I consider myself to be Flo-
grown. I’ve lived here fifteen years out of the sixteen I have been alive, On weekends I enjoy hanging out 
by the beach and skimboarding.”

Brian Bembry, a football player for your Tigers said, “ I live in Wimauma, Florida out on some 
old back country road, and I find myself to be Flo-grown because I go fishing and mudding every chance 
I get.”

Flo-grown originated on October 3, 2009. This company was supposed to be a local small 
company that sold stickers and some t-shirts with 
a cool slogan on it. As Stickers started getting 
noticed on trucks many people wanted the Flo-
grown stickers. Flo-grown has exceeded many 
goals over the past couple years. Now their products are 
found in Bass Pros, Bealls and many stores all over Florida.
Next time you go fishing, mudding, surfing or just hitting up  
the beach, ask yourself a question. Am I Flo-grown? There is always 

an awful feeling when 
you run all the way 
to lunch while your 
stomach is grumbling, 
or when you search 
the library to find the 
perfect read, only to 
realize; you forgot your 
I.D. card today.  But, 
you always have your 
precious smart phone.  
So what if you could 
keep your I.D. on your 
phone?
 Well, someone 
has already thought 
of that.  The free 
application Thin Wallet 
can be downloaded 
straight to your phone.  
All you have to do is      
enter your student I.D. 
or scan your old school 
I.D., and it saves the 
barcode so you always 
have an I.D. card in your 
purse or pocket. 

 “I always lose 
my I.D., but I always 
have my phone,” said 
sophomore Jack Allison.
 A l o n g 
with Allison, most 
interviewed agreed 
that Thin Wallet was 
a very convenient and 
useful app to have.  
Signs have been posted 
around the cafeteria 
encouraging those kids 
who forget their I.D. to 
download it.
 “It makes the 
line move a lot faster for 
you guys,” said cafeteria 
staff, Lauri Mallioux.
 M o r e o v e r , 
Thin Wallet seems to 
be a very helpful and 
convenient app that all 
students at Palmetto 
High School should be 
familiar with.
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CO M I N G  S O O N  TO  A  R A D I O 
N E A R  YO U

There is always 
talk on the next big 
star, but who do you 
think it will be? From 
rising stars in the past 
such    as Justin Bieber 
and One Direction, 
the possibilities are 
endless. 

S o p h o m o r e 
Jasmin Ward says, 
“Emblem3 is the next 
big thing because they 
have a good story and 
sing well.”

E m b l e m 3 
are similar to One 
Direction in the sense 
that they were on the 

X-factor and finished 
fourth where as One 
Direction finished 

third. Even though 
One Direction did not 
win, they became even 
more popular than the 
group that did win.

A l t h o u g h , 
Breena Bustle 
(sophomore) states, 
“Austin Mahone 
can grab any girls’ 
attention and to top it 
off he can sing too. He 
is a perfect package.” 

Most of 
the upcoming stars 
have been found on 
YouTube, TV shows, 
or were opening acts. 

But why are they 
becoming so popular? 

F r e s h m a n 
Crysta Kotcowski 
states, “They are 
persistent with what 
they want and will 
try to do anything to 
achieve it.” 

Kotcowski also 
says how it helps being 

good looking and 
having accents such as 
Cody Simpson.

Rising stars can 
have their beginning 
from anywhere and 
it shows that with 
persistence and 
dedication they can 
achieve what they put 
their mind to. 
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T H I N  WA L L E T

 

It is the year 1988, 
and some of music’s 
biggest icons are 
touring like crazy; Kiss, 
Journey, Motley Crue, 
ACDC, Metallica, 
and Van Halen put on 
some groundbreaking 
shows. Now, in 2013, 
they still are.
 Sure, Miley 
Cyrus, One Direction, 
and Justin Bieber 
may be pleasing most 
crowds, but some of 
the iconic ageless 
wonders still remain 

on top of their game. 
Kiss, who released 
another album last 
year, is supposedly 
going on a “last” tour 
of North America. 
Half of Kiss’ members 
are in their sixties. 
Journey is attempting 
to re-unite with former 
lead singer Steve Perry 
for one last hurrah, 
and Metallica, AC DC, 
and Van Halen still 
continue with their 
tours. 
 The fan base 
for these bands has 
remained strong over 
the years, so it is easy 

to see their motivation 
to please their fans 
year after year. Most 
rock and roll fans 
refuse to admit that 
their idols’ primes have 
ended, and continue to 
follow them wherever 

their tours take them. 
They may not look or 
sound as good as they 
once did, but they still 
continue to do what 
they do, and have done 
for decades.
 However, with 

the success and fame 
that they continue to 
reel in, living in the 
ole’ tour bus does have 
its downsides. With 
all the generations of 
music that have passed 
over, the style of 
music has as well, and 
adapting to these new 
and improved sounds 
and styles is no easy 
task. These superstars 
ruled in an age where 
lip syncing and auto-
tune did not exist. 
They relied on pure 
talent to write lyrics 
and shred on guitar to 
release their sounds 

to the world. Kiss had 
a whole new style to 
their songs on their 
latest album, as well as 
Van Halen. They may 
not appeal to the fans 
like the ones from way 
back, but they are still 
respected by critics 
and fans everywhere.
 No matter what 
generation you were 
born in, what genre 
you listen to, or what 
musical icon you look 
up to, just remember 
that “old”, could be the 
“new” in today’s vast 
world of music.
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